June 13, 2017

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, before
we recess for the caucus lunches, I wish
to comment on the upcoming vote on a
resolution of disapproval regarding a
portion of President Trump’s recent
arms sales to Saudi Arabia. I have an-
nounced that I am in favor of the reso-
lution of disapproval for several rea-
sons.

First, the human rights and humani-
tarian concerns have been well docu-
mented with respect to Yemen. Yem-
en’s story in the Middle East is a tragic
one. Yemen’s previous President ruled
the country for decades with an iron
fist and fleeced the country of its re-
sources for his personal gain. He also
allowed terrorist groups to enjoy safe
haven in Yemen in the days after 9/11.

Today, Yemen remains a country in
dire straits. It is on the verge of a fam-
ine, and there have been over 100,000
cases of cholera.

To make matters worse, the current
conflict in Yemen, which includes the
Saudi military, has worsened the hu-
manitarian situation. Selling the king-
dom precision weapons in this deal
could further exacerbate the crisis.

Second, and of equal concern to me,
is an area that hasn’t been talked
about much in this debate; that is, that
the Saudi Government continues to aid
and abet terrorism via its support and
funding of schools that spread extrem-
ist Wahhabi propaganda. Saudi Ara-

bia’s support for these Wahhabi
madrassas goes back decades. It is re-
sponsible for much of the

radicalization of Muslim youth in the
Middle East and North Africa.

In the past several months, we have
witnessed lone-wolf attacks in London
and in Tehran and elsewhere around
the globe. Though the nature of ter-
rorism has changed, many of the
sources are the same. The propagation
of Wahhabism, an extreme ideology,
continues to fuel radicalism and ter-
rorism around the globe. So if we want
to get serious about cracking down on
terrorism, the United States should
focus—one of the focuses should be—on
countering the spread of Wahhabism.

The White House has not clearly ar-
ticulated how the United States will
put pressure on Saudi Arabia to end
their support of Wahhabi schools, even
as it claims that President Trump’s re-
cent visit to Riyadh was focused on
curtailing terrorism. Furthermore, the
administration has not sufficiently as-
sured Congress that these weapons will
not fall into the wrong hands.

Look at Pakistan. It has become a
radical place—it wasn’t 15 years ago—
in good part because of Saudi funding—
Saudi individuals who are a good part
of the government, some who are
friends with the government—of these
madrassas, which taught radicalism to
the Pakistani people.

Look at Indonesia, one of the largest
countries in the world. It had usually
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practiced a form of Islam that was mild
and tolerant. The Wahhabi schools are
now flourishing in Indonesia, and it is
becoming a radical place of danger to
us.

We have to send a message to Saudi
Arabia.

They do some good things. I support
their putting pressure, for instance, on
the Palestinian Authority to finally
make peace with Israel. But they do a
lot of bad things. It seems there has al-
most been a rotten deal between the
Saudi monarchy and the Wahhabi cler-
ics to work together. It has to end.

My vote for this resolution of dis-
approval hopefully can send a message
to the Saudis that their behavior in re-
gard to Wahhabism must change. It is
hurting the world and eventually will
hurt them.

I yield the floor.

———

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:33 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. STRANGE).

——

MOTION TO DISCHARGE—S.J. RES.
42—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will now be 10
minutes of debate remaining on the
motion to discharge S.J. Res. 42, equal-
ly divided between Senator PAUL or his
designee and the opponents of the mo-
tion.

Who yields time?

The Senator from Arizona.

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I rise to
speak in opposition to the resolution
before us.

It has obviously been tried before,
and I think there is no doubt that if it
were to pass, this could pose a very
dangerous threat to our relationship
with Saudi Arabia at a time when the
Iranians have now achieved a peninsula
all the way across from Tehran all the
way to Baghdad, and there is no doubt
that the Iranians have continued their
aggressive behavior.

If we vote down this arms sale to
Saudi Arabia, it would have a dev-
astating effect on our standing in the
Middle East and a long-term impact on
our ability to counter what is clearly
Iranian aggressive behavior. So 1
strongly urge my colleagues to vote
against this resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Carolina.

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I wish
to join with Senator MCCAIN very
quickly.

At 71 to 27, on September 21 of last
year, we voted to approve tank sales to
Saudi Arabia because they need more
weapons and equipment to counter the
Iranian aggression in Yemen and other
places.

Most of the people who are now going
to vote against precision-guided weap-
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ons that will reduce civilian casualties
voted for tank sales. This $500 million
carved out of this package gives Saudi
Arabia a qualitative edge on the battle-
field against Iranian proxies who could
care less about civilian casualties. It is
the most upside-down thinking I have
ever seen, and many of you over there
actually approved this because it was
worked on before President Trump be-
came President. So it is really dis-
heartening to see you support Presi-
dent Obama’s tank sales but that you
are not going to support President
Trump’s selling weapons, which gives
us an advantage over Iran in Saudi
Arabia and actually reduces civilian
casualities.

Secretary Mattis said it the best:
Iran would appreciate killing this deal
and taking these weapons off the table.
I urge everybody in here, if you are se-
rious about standing up to Iran, stand
with Saudi Arabia, as imperfect as
they are.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, the ques-
tion is, Should we sell arms to Saudi
Arabia—a country that many suspect
was involved in 9/11; a country that
many suspect gave weapons to ISIS,
the people we are fighting in the Mid-
dle East; a country that imprisons the
victims of rape because it is apparently
or presumably the fault of the woman
who is raped in Saudi Arabia?

One woman, the girl of Qatif, was
given a sentence of 70 lashes and 6
months in jail. They increased her pen-
alty to 200 lashes, and finally, only
when we protested, was it reversed.

They sentenced a poet to 1,000 lashes.
Sometimes you don’t survive 1,000
lashes. So they gave him 100 at a time.
He is going to be imprisoned for 10
years.

They are not the kind of persons we
should be sending your weapons to.
These weapons were funded and sup-
ported by the American taxpayer, and
we should not be willy-nilly giving
them to people who imprison their peo-
ple for protesting.

Currently, a young man, 17 years old,
named Ali al-Nimr is on death row. But
it is not enough just to kill him for
protesting for free speech and free
press. They will behead him and cru-
cify him.

This barbaric nation should not be
getting our weapons. We should not
sell them weapons.

Currently, there is a blockade of
Yemen, and 17 million people risk star-
vation. We should not be supporting
this effort.

There is probably no greater pur-
veyor of hatred for Christianity and
Judaism than Saudi Arabia. We should
not be giving them weapons. They have
madrassas across the world teaching
hatred of us, preaching hatred of the
West, hatred of Christianity, hatred of
Judaism, and these people want to give
them weapons. I don’t get it. It makes
no sense.

Some will argue that it is a jobs pro-
gram. Well, isn’t that swell. We are
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